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COVID-19 SAFETY PLAN – 

RESUMPTION OF BRIDGE SESSIONS 

        by the Cleveland Bay Bridge Club Inc. 

 

Preamble 

 

This document “CBBC Covid19 Safe Plan V1.01 Sep20” was first released on 30 September 

2020 in response to the Queensland Government’s COVID-19 restriction’s latest update of 25 

September 2020 at https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-

covid-19/current-status/urgent-covid-19-update 

 

This document is adapted from the COVID-19 Safety Plan V2.1 prepared by the Townsville 

Bridge Club (TBC) in order to re-open their Club. Using these guidelines, the TBC successfully 

re-opened at the beginning of August 2020. Following closely to their plan the Cleveland Bay 

Bridge Club (CBBC) intends to re-open early in October 2020, being mindful of the health, 

comfort and safety of all members 

 

CBBC leases premises from the Holy Family Parish, Palmerston Street, Gulliver (Catholic 

Diocese of Townsville). From early October 2020, normal sessions resume at their regular 

times, subject to any changes to the status of the pandemic locally, and to the Queensland 

Government’s restrictions. This includes Thursday and Sunday afternoon and Tuesday night 

session and lessons for Beginners and Improving players on Monday afternoons. 

 

This COVID-19 Safety Plan has been developed to enable face-to-face bridge sessions. The 

health and safety of our members remain our top priorities. However, players all need to 

understand that we are now living in a world very different from the pre-Covid19 pandemic. 

With no vaccine on the horizon for at least the next year or so and beyond, we are confronted 

with the choice between remaining closed during this entire period, or operating sessions at 

the club in a highly controlled environment. The risk of infection will be ever-present. Our aim 

is to reduce the risk to acceptable levels by closely following this Plan. 

 

Your attendance or not at the club for face-to-face play will be your decision. If you have any 

listed health ailments that put you into a vulnerable category, you should consult your GP to 

help you make the decision on whether or not to attend. Those who feel their health may be 

compromised by attending the club can continue to play online. 

 

We can for the time being be comforted by the fact that there is very little evidence of 

community transmission in our local area. However, this is no time for complacency and we 

must adhere to the principles of health and safety. The Queensland Government is constantly 

monitoring recent outbreaks in Victoria, Sydney, and more recently in outer Brisbane and 

imposing appropriate border restrictions on people from these Covid-19 “hotspots”. We will 

constantly be monitoring the situation. Patrons should be prepared for an immediate 

suspension of activities at the clubhouse if local cases emerge. 



2  

COVID-19 Risk Management and Safety Plan  -  OVERVIEW 

 

Name of Organisation Cleveland Bay Bridge Club Inc. 

Address 
41 Mooney St Gulliver Qld 4812 (Holy Family 

Parish Annex) 

PO Box 7421 Qld 4814 

Email Clevelandbaybridgeclub@gmail.com 

Website http://clevelandbay.bridgeaustralia.org/ 

Contacts 

President Leigh Owens 0474 132 920 

Secretary Sue Reilly  0409 903 733 

Treasurer Jan Smith  0422 073 144 

COVID Safety Officer 

  Kenn Winter  0412 218 050 

Nature of Organisation 
Cleveland Bay Bridge Club (est. 1991) is for 

the promotion, control and advancement of 

card games, in particular Contract Bridge. 

Major risk factors 
Majority of members are elderly with some 

limited in their mobility and are considered to 

be at high risk to COVID infection. 

High risk features 
High touch points, e.g. cards, taps, door 

handles 

Risk mitigation 

 Emphasis on observing social distancing 

guidelines 

 Sanitising of hands and equipment handled by 

players 

 Cleaning and disinfecting all common surfaces 

in bathrooms, kitchen especially door handles 

 Signage and posters displayed 

 

Date of release 30 September 2020 
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COVID-19 SAFE PLAN 
 

This Safety Plan will be revisited and further updated as necessary in light of ongoing 
experience. New updates can be identified by the header at the top of Page 1. 

 

1. COVID-Safe app: Queensland Health guidelines recommend the Covid-Safe app is 
downloaded to your smartphone and is activated while at the club. 

 

2. Visitors: For the time being, no visitors will be allowed to play at CBBC. This excludes 
players from our local Northern Zone Clubs (Townsville, Cleveland Bay and Ingham) 
who are of course welcome. It also excludes some of our members from interstate who 
are well known to us and regularly spend significant periods in our local bridge club 
communities, but they must comply with quarantine protocols for those from Covid-19 
“hotspots” and complete our Health Declaration Form. 

 

3. Registration: You will need to book for each play session beforehand. The request to 
play will then be processed on a first-come, first-served basis. Generally, we will be able 
to accommodate most bookings but in the event where demand is strong, 
unsuccessful requests will be advised and they will be given priority for the following 
session. It will be necessary for pairs to re-register every time for any future sessions 
they wish to play in. 

 

Several methods are available for registration. The best method is by writing your 
entry on the regularly updated lists of nominations 3-4 weeks in advance on the club 
noticeboards. Please observe social distancing, do not crowd the lists. Games can also 
be booked directly by phone, text or email. If you have a regular partnership or 
partnerships, you can nominate these e.g., “all Tuesday nights, 1st Monday of the 
month, etc”. This can be done by phone but it may be best to register these by email 
if you have several regular partners. 

 

4. Initial Entry: The main entrance area is not conducive to physical distancing. Before 
entering the front door, use the hand sanitiser stationed outside the entry point. 
Players should minimise the duration of their stay in the entrance area. Players arriving 
and departing as quickly as possible will require the co-operation of all. Players 
registered for a session should arrive at the club no later than 15 minutes before the 
scheduled start time. If there is a group at the entry, please observe social distancing. 
Members are requested to carry their own, sterilised pen for their own exclusive use. 

 

5. Contact Tracing Register: We are required by Law to maintain a Register for Contact 
Tracing purposes, so please sign this upon entry on every visit. 

 

6. Personal Health Declaration: You will be asked to complete a personal Health 
Declaration. If you answer NO to all the questions, you may enter the Club premises. 
If you answer YES to any question, you will be required to leave. All forms will be 
retained by the club as required by Government regulations. You only need to 
complete the Health Declaration the first time you return to the club post-Covid-19 
restrictions, this will then be kept on file. 

 

7. Payment of Entry Fees: Please have your table fees ready to deposit into a calico bag 
when the collector comes to your table once everyone is seated. Do not pool the fees 
for the whole table, just handle your own money. EXACT MONEY is required – no 
change will be given. 

 

8. Covid-19 Safe Plan: On entry to the club, players will be asked to confirm they have 
read and understood this document. It will be posted on the CBBC website and also 
emailed to all members. For players who do not have internet access and have not 
read the document, they will be given a hardcopy on entrance and asked to peruse it 
before play commences. 
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9.  Number of Players Allowed: Under the current Stage 3 Easing Restrictions, Bridge 
Clubs come under the “Movement and Gathering Direction” from the Chief Health 
Officer as described at https://www.health.qld.gov.au/system-
governance/legislation/cho-public-health-directions-under-expanded-public-health-
act-powers/movement-gathering-direction. The maximum number of members 
allowed in the club at any one time is 35 people in the main playing area and 21 people 
in the overflow/annex area (based on the density guidelines 2 metres2 per person for 
small venues). However,  social distancing requirements dictate a maximum of 6 tables 
in the main playing area and at least one, possibly 2 tables in the overflow annex area. 

 

10. About the Tables: The tables are our new 0.8m X 0.8m tables to which 1.2m X 1.2m 
tabletops have been affixed. The tops are covered with plastic sheeting which will be 
wiped with sanitiser at the end of each session, and can be easily replaced as 
necessary.  The tables are spaced so that there is 1.5m between the backs of chairs in 
compliance with social distancing requirements. Hygiene necessities are supplied at 
each table. 

 

11. Take your Seat: Once the entry process has been completed, you can go to your table. 
Place your belongings on a side table and sanitise your hands from the dispenser 
provided at your table – you can also go to the nearest hand washing facility and 
thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water if you wish. Dry your hands with a 
paper towel. Please check and open windows and leave fans and air-conditioners off 
as much as possible, taking into consideration player comfort and prevailing weather 
conditions. You may take a cup of tea/coffee or cup of water to your table seating if 
you wish, but please retain your cup (or bring your own) for re-use at all times 
throughout the session and place all utensils in kitchen sink when you have finished 
with them. 

12. During Play: Players try to avoid touching any items not directly associated with play 
- they must only touch the 13 cards associated with their hand. North is the ONLY 
person who can handle the boards. North should hold the board firm on the table as 
the others pick up their cards with minimal touching of the board itself. 

 

13. High-Touch Points: These are surfaces that are touched most frequently e.g. cards, 
taps, door handles. They should be sanitised as often as possible with either hand 
sanitiser, wipes, or in the case of taps, with soap and water, wash and wipe. Mechanical 
wiping is preferable. Cards in particular are extremely high-touch points and your 
hands should be rubbed with hand sanitiser or wipes as often as practical, after each 
board. Other surfaces such as chairs are low-touch Points and only need to be wiped 
down at the end of the session. 

 

14. Bridgemate Use: The designated user of the Bridgemate (South) will sanitise it directly 
or the plastic protection bag with a wipe and will be the only person to handle it over 
the course of the session. South will display the result appropriately at the conclusion 
of each hand so that the opposition can check all scoring. If the Director needs to 
handle the bridgemate to resolve an issue with it or to award an artificial score, it must 
be wiped before and after it is handled by the Director. 

 

15. Bidding & Play: Bidding pads for written bidding can be used. Because of the larger 
size of the bridge tables, it is necessary that each player carry their own bidding pad 
and pencil, and retain these for the entire bridge session. All bids at the table should 
be spoken (quietly!) with each player writing all bids on their own bidding pad. 
Because of anticipated difficulties with using bidding pads while adhering to COVID 
safety, the purchase of bidding boxes is being investigated. In this case, each player 
will use the same bidding box throughout the session, carrying it with them when they 
move. Players are requested to play their cards as far in front of themselves as 
practical, and dummy should be displayed as close to Declarer as possible. 
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16. At the Table: If you sneeze or cough at the table, make sure you turn away from the 
table and cover your mouth and nose with your elbow or hand with a tissue if 
necessary. Wipes and a box of tissues will be provided at each table. A small enclosed 
bin for immediate disposal of soiled tissues will also be provided at each table. Sanitise 
your hands immediately after this. If anyone accidentally does not cover their 
sneeze/cough and does not turn away from the table, this is a serious matter. If there 
is reason to believe the board in play has been contaminated by an unprotected sneeze 
or cough, call the Director immediately to either quickly replace the contaminated 
board OR to award an artificial score. 

 

17. End of Round: At the end of each round, players should sanitise their hands and North 
will wipe down the boards. In moving, EW players may assist North in delivering the 
boards to the next table. After North has wiped them down, North should place the 
boards on a side table and leave the wipe with them. East or West can then pick the 
boards up with the wipe, move them, and dispose of the wipe. If any transgression (e.g. 
an unprotected sneeze or cough) occurred during the round, wipe down all vulnerable 
surfaces e.g. tabletop (EW), card holders and bridgemates before moving or passing the 
boards for the next round. 

 

18.  The Club Office: Entry to the office will be restricted to the Director, Secretary and 
one other person who collects the table fees. Any item that is handled or touched in 
the Office should be sanitised by the person who handled or touched that item. 

 

19.  Club Kitchen: Use of the kitchen facilities are permitted for hand washing as required 
and for coffee/tea. 

 

20. Coffee/Tea Break: A break will be authorised by the Director mid-session in orderly 
socially distanced manner. Please sanitise your hands at the table before going to the 
kitchen. The club will provide hot water, milk, tea, coffee, sugar and biscuits. 

 

From the trials at TBC, the break was identified as an area of some concern due to 
ongoing socially un-distanced behaviour around the kitchen. Suggestions for 
improvement are most welcome. Tongs are to be used to dispense biscuits in a safe 
manner. Members should queue, socially distanced, to the urn for making coffee and 
tea. Players then return to the table where they have just played. Please return any 
cups, spoons, or other items to the kitchen sink on completion of the break. 

 

21.  After the Break: Do not forget to sanitise your hands at the end of the break before 
moving to the next table. 

 

22. Close of Play: Please remember social distancing when checking results on the notice 
board, writing you names on the entry forms, and when leaving the club. 

 

23.  Before you Leave the table: Please double-check that anything at all that has been 
touched or handled during the session has been sanitised prior to leaving the 
premises. Sanitising equipment will be available at every point in the club which will 
be accessed by members, please use. The heavy-duty plastic tablecloths should be 
wiped down at the end of the session. Side tabletops and chairs should also be wiped, 
table bins emptied. 

 

24.  Last person in the Club: Will do a final check and sanitisation of all toilet and other 
door handles, taps and benches. Make sure that the air conditioners and lights are 
turned off.  
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25. COVID Safety Officers: COVID-19 infection control online training is available at  
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-infection-control-
training. It covers the fundamentals of infection prevention and control for COVID-19. 
It is available for any interested members to complete the short online course (about 
20 minutes) and receive a certificate of acknowledgement. It is intended that at least 
one member who has successfully completed the course shall attend each bridge 
session. To date, Leigh Owens, Sue Reilly, Jan Smith, Andree Galeano, Liz Johnson, 
John Toogood and Kenn Winter are known to have completed the course, but more 
would be welcome.  

 
26. COVID Signage: Where appropriate, especially at entrance points, a variety of COVID-

19 related signage have been displayed throughout the club house. They particularly 
relate to hand washing techniques, COVID hygiene, Community awareness notices 
and COVID information sheets. 

 

 

GUIDE FOR DIRECTORS 
 

The Director should conduct the session in compliance with this Safety Plan and can take 
any reasonable steps necessary to achieve this result. This may include departure from the 
normal directing practices (e.g. to avoid close contact with the players or cards) or to issue 
instructions to members to ensure compliance with the protocols. Two (2) volunteer players 
may be called upon to assist the Director in administering the Safety Plan. The Director will 
allocate seating and consider open-air circulation (windows open, avoiding fans and air- 
conditioning) while considering the comfort of players. 
 
The following information was supplied by the QBA manager on 27 September 2020: 
“As summer is rapidly approaching, clubs have been contacting the QBA about air 
conditioning.  Department of Health of course recommend clean air. HOWEVER, they also 
recommend players be comfortable so we DO NOT RECOMMEND that you try and open 
your clubrooms WITHOUT AIR CONDITIONING if you have it installed – some clubs have 
fixed windows.” 
 
Before commencement of play and in addition to normal directing practice, the Director will 
remind players of how the virus is transmitted and the basic protocols in place to minimise 
risk of transmission. 
 

How does COVID-19 spread? 
• from person to person through droplet transmission: 

− Droplets are small pieces of saliva, which are produced when a person talks, 
coughs or sneezes 

− Droplets usually travel no further than one metre through the air (hence 
social distancing of 1.5m) 

• You can become infected if: 
− you have close contact with an infected person who coughs, sneezes or 

talks 
− you touch an object (e.g. door handle, tap) contaminated from a cough or 

sneeze and then touch your eyes, nose or mouth. Avoid touching your 
face. Droplets cannot go through skin 

Stop the spread…. We are all responsible, it’s a group effort 

 It is important that everyone helps to prevent the spread 

 Encourage standard precautions amongst players 

 Lead by example  
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Handwashing 

 Make sure that you wash and sanitise your hands upon entry to the 

club, and regularly thereafter 

 This is especially important after going to the toilet, blowing your nose, 

coughing or sneezing, and before and after eating 

 Follow the signs that remind you to handwash or hand rub 

REMINDER of the BIG 3 

 Maintain at least 1.5 metres distance between one another 

 Regularly sanitise your hands 

 Use good respiratory hygiene 

GUIDE FOR CARD DEALERS 
 

Should a health misdemeanour occur during play such as an unshielded cough or sneeze and 
the Director declares the board as contaminated, a fresh board might be quickly dealt as a 
replacement. It would be helpful if at the start of the session, the Director or a card dealing 
representative can retrieve the Deal File for the session and load it into Dealer 4. 
 

 
 
 
Cleveland Bridge Club 
       playing area 


